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    E-bulletin – April 2010 Issue     


1. News

Refugee Community Organisation Newsletters from the Refugee Council

Click on the links below to read the latest editions of Refugee Council’s Newsletters

RCO News March/April 2010 

RCO Women’s News March/April 2010
------------------

Loan IT equipment for Free!
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From the 1st April 2010 the North of England Refugee Service has 2 sets of IT equipment to loan out to local Community Groups across the North East Region. 

There is no charge to access or use this equipment which consist of :

· Printer x 2

· Digital Camera x2

· Laptop and x 2

· Projector x 2

The duration of the loan depends on demand.

One set is available from the North Office which is located in Newcastle, the other one from South Office based in Middlesbrough.

For more information please contact:

Sirak Hagos                                                                                        Aneta Kicala

2 Jesmond Road West                                                                   3rd Floor, Sylvan House

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 4PQ                                                12-16 Woodlands Road

Tel: 0191 245 73 11                                                                           Middlesbrough, TS1 3BE

Email: sih@refugee.org.uk                                                          Tel. 01642 232 447

                                                                                                                                Email: ak@refugee.org.uk 

------------------

Turn your news into a national press article!

Community Newswire is website that turns community press releases into news stories and distributes the best stories to the national media

If you want to publicise your activities/events/successes to the wider community visit the Community Newswire website for more details

http://www.communitynewswire.press.net/
------------------


United Community Action – Community Activities in Sunderland
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Contact us:

Email: UCA555@yahoo.co.uk
Phone: 01915678089

Mobile: 07865646667

Address: 6 Salisbury Street, Hendon, Sunderland, SR1 2QR

------------------

Press Release from IOM
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“IOM FOCUSES ON THE NEEDS OF FAMILIES AND CHILDREN WITH NEW VOLUNTARY RETURN PROGRAMME” 
• For the first time...available to failed asylum seekers and irregular migrants 
New flexibility to use assistance for housing and basic medical needs 
Up to £3000 -worth of assistance for each child 
“Enabling one parent and each child under 18 to access up to £3000 -worth of assistance is the aim of our new Assisted Voluntary Return for Families and Children (AVRFC) programme. Since 2007, when we started the Individual Return Plan, we have tried to assist every individual according to need but we are conscious that the needs of families and children require a special focus. The Reintegration Assistance package relevant to a single man returning to set up a business will be very different from one of real, practical use to a single parent with three children. We hope that the new emphasis will offer greater reassurance to families about the support available after arrival at home and build greater trust and confidence about the voluntary return process as a whole.” – Clarissa Azkoul, Chief of Mission, IOM UK. 

Under the two main Assisted Voluntary Return programmes, Reintegration Assistance has usually only been available to those people who have touched the asylum system at some stage – applying, appealing, refused. The significant development which comes with the new AVRFC programme is the availability of assistance to families whether they have ever touched the asylum system or not. 

“In the past, 79% of all the people we have assisted have been single men and over 80% of them wanted to use the assistance available to help set up a small business. Of course a family may want to use some of their assistance in the same way, but they may be concerned about housing, childcare, education, post-arrival health checks and advice, and so on. We are determined to make the new programme as flexible as possible and ensure that family members are able to use as much of the assistance to which they are entitled for the benefit of themselves and the rest of their family.” - Clarissa Azkoul, Chief of Mission, IOM UK. 

Since 2002, under the VARRP (Voluntary Assisted Return and Reintegration Programme) IOM has offered Reintegration Assistance to anyone who has been in the asylum system who wishes to return to their home country. This is in addition to help with obtaining travel documentation, purchasing flight tickets and domestic transportation in this country and the country of return. 

A relocation grant of £500 in cash is given at the airport (Heathrow or Gatwick) to each person returning. However, Reintegration Assistance is delivered in kind, not cash, according to an IRP (Individual Return Plan) drawn up during discussions between individual returnees and IOM officers, to ensure that the money is targeted in a way which best contributes to a sustainable return.
2. Policy

No policy updates

------------------

3. Jobs

See VONNE’s website for details of jobs in the voluntary sector www.vonne.org.uk/jobs
------------------

West End Refugee Service (WERS)

Part-time (0.5) Volunteer Co-ordinator (Job-share)

Salary:  £22,350 pro rata

WERS seeks to appoint an energetic, forward-looking volunteer co-ordinator to co-manage its growing programme of over 60 volunteers supporting asylum seekers and refugees. Nnenna Kalu, the current postholder and her family have just relocated to Birmingham where her husband is taking up a new job.

www.wers.org.uk 

Person specification

Essential

Excellent interpersonal skills

Management ability

Ability to work as part of a team

Ability to prioritise time

Ability to contribute to the ongoing development of WERS’ volunteer strategy

Good IT skills

Commitment to the ethos of WERS

Desirable

Experience of working with volunteers

Experience of asylum seeker and refugee support

See the attached document for job description and application form

------------------

4. Funding

Newcastle CVS- Monthly Funding Newsletter (also useful for groups outside Newcastle)

Follow this link to download the NCVS funding newsletter for Apr & May:

www.cvsnewcastle.org.uk/newsletters/funding/funding.htm
------------------
Department for National International Development Global Community Links

This programme aims to develop understanding of global development issues. It funds UK community

groups which have a link with a community group in a developing country. Faith groups, community

groups, charities and local government are eligible to apply.

Global Community Links can help you:

· Understand more about global development issues.

· Make connections between your community and others

· Explore how global issues have a local impact.

The programme offers grants, online support, advice and ideas for every stage, resources, and

workshops to activate your Link, share experiences with others and to get to know people involved in

Linking. 

For further information visit:

Website: www.dfid.gov.uk
(select getting involved, how you can help, DFID community linking programme)

Alternatively contact:

Global Community Links, British Council, Bridgewater House, 58 Whitworth Street, Manchester,

M1 6BB

Tel: 0161 957 7790

Email: communitylinks@britishcouncil.org
------------------

Big Lottery People’s Millions

People’s Millions 2010 has just opened for applications. The competition gives you the chance to

win up to £50,000 to improve your local area. Come up with a new and original idea that will make life

better for people where you live, and you could be on ITV this November, competing for viewers'

votes. The deadline for entries is 12pm on 14 May 2010. For an application form and further details

visit:

Website: www.peoplesmillions.org.uk
Source: NCVS

------------------

Children’s Foundation Regional Small Grants Programme 

This programme supports community projects that benefit children and young people in the North East area in line with the organisation’s aims and objectives. Grants awarded are up to a maximum of £1,000. The Children’s Foundation Regional Small Grants Panel meets three times a year. Deadlines for applications are at the end of the month prior to the panel meeting which takes place in March, July and November. Applications received after that date will be deferred until the next meeting.

For more information visit:

Website: www.thechildrensfoundation.co.uk (select Regional, Small Grants)

Alternatively contact Kerry McCormack:

Email: kerry.mccormack@nuth.nhs.uk
Source: NCVS

------------------

Free Computer Equipment for Low Income Families

There are opportunities for low income families to gain access to the below:

· Full package (a computer, one year's internet access, service and support)

· A computer with service and support only

· One year's internet access only

For further information please follow the link below, there is also a link to the application form should you wish to apply.
http://www.homeaccess.org.uk/
------------------
Support for young people into Work - Lawrence Atwell’s Charity

The Lawrence Atwell Charity provide support for individual young people (between 16-27) of between £100-£1000 to access education, training and pay for the costs of finding a job.

Click on the link below for more information

http://www.skinnershall.co.uk/charities/lawrence-atwell-charity.htm
------------------
Working Neighbourhoods Fund (Middlesbrough)
Small grants of up to £10,000 are available from Middlesbrough Council through the Working Neighbourhoods Fund (WNF)

A total of £68,500 is available for allocation this year for projects that must be completed by 31 March 2011.

Projects must benefit WNF areas, but can also benefit other areas of Middlesbrough. 

Projects must do one or more of the following:

·         Increase opportunities for volunteering.

·         Pilot initiatives to support people from groups considered hard to reach to improve their progression to   

          work (e.g. provide training initiatives aimed at building confidence and skills).

·         Support the development of community enterprise through, for example, training, research and set up 

          costs.

Application deadline: Friday 28 May 2010.
Further information from: Middlesbrough Council Voluntary Sector Liaison Team: 01642 728081, email: sharon_barker@middlesbrough.gov.uk 
------------------

5. Training/ Education 
CLORE Social Leadership Programme Open for applications

The Clore Social Leadership Programme is a new initiative to identify, connect and develop emerging talent in the third sector.  It is now open for applications for its second round of fellowships and bursaries of up to £20,000 are available. Up to twenty fellowships will be awarded, with new fellows starting their personalised development programme in January 2011. 

Deadline: 3 June 2010
Clore Social Leadership Programme open for applications >> 

Source: VONNE

------------------

United Community Action – IT Training
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------------------

6. Events/Activities

BME Health Conference
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This conference will throw an insight into BME health issues engagement and delivery in Tees Valley and offer a way forward.

It will provide an invaluable opportunity for the NHS, Local Authorities, practitioners and key stakeholders and service users to consider how best to deliver effective service provision to the BME/New communities in Tees Valley.  Delegates will have the opportunity to debate, network with service users, and share practical and innovative solutions to address local health needs.

Conference will address:

1. BME Health in Tees Valley
2. Diversity and Mental Health in BME community

3. Culture, Religion, Spirituality and BME Health

4. Moving on  from usual - Business case for diversity in NHS Northeast   

5. A service user’s perspective – experience of accessing and utilising healthcare

6. Examples of best practice

See attached booking form for more details

------------------
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------------------

Got an Event you want to advertise? Send an email to andrew.jackson@refugeevoices.org.uk with details of your event or activity to be included in the next e-bulletin

------------------

If you do not wish to receive these emails please reply to this email with ‘remove me’ as the subject. 

Andrew Jackson
Community Development Worker

Regional Refugee Forum North East

5 International Centre

7 Abingdon Road

Middlesbrough

TS1 2DP

07918 765 663

01642 232 446

Website: www.refugeevoices.org.uk
Tyne and Wear Office:

15, Design Works

William Street, Felling

Gateshead

Tyne & Wear  NE10 OJP

Tel: 0191 423 6255

Registered Charity Number 1109815
United Community Action





English Courses (ESOL)


IT Courses


Swimming Lessons


British Citizenship Courses


Interpreting Training


Culture Exchange Events








ESOL classes: 


Monday 1pm - 4pm at the Bangladeshi Community Centre


Tuesday 1pm – 4pm at the Winter Garden


Friday 1pm – 4pm at the City Library








Working to improve the lives of refugees and asylum seekers in North East





Computer Courses:


Wednesday 12:30 – 3:30 at the Bangladeshi Community Centre


Thursday 12:30 – 3:30 at the Bangladeshi Community Centre





We are a non profit organisation set up by volunteers to serve people who need help in the North East.


We offer advice and signposting to people who are trying to integrate into their new lives in the UK.


Often these people have problems accessing services, and struggle to overcome the stress of isolation. Our organisation was set up to help overcome these problems and to support communities.








UNEMPLOYED? 


WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR I.T SKILLS?














United Community Action are providing free computer classes at Bangladeshi community centre 30 Tatham Street Hendon SR1 2QD





The course will teach you:


Basic computer use


About the different programmes


Useful software’s 


Internet surfing


Email 


Advanced computer techniques





The classes will be tailored to suit your personal needs and ability.











Contact us:


Sarah Ahmadi (Co-ordinator)


Address: 6 Salisbury Street, Hendon, Sunderland, SR1 2QR


Phone: 01915678089


Mobile: 07865646667


Email: uca555@yahoo.co.uk





EVERY WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY


12:30PM – 3:30PM









