
Dear Community Group Representative

Welcome to the November 2010 edition of the Regional Refugee Forum North East’s e-bulletin to RCOs.  Please forward this to your RCO members to share the news and opportunities with them.

In this E-Bulletin:

A. News from the RRF (including training, jobs and volunteering opportunities at RRF)

B. News from RCOs

C. Government Policy updates

D. Jobs advertised by other agencies

E. Funding information for community groups

F. Training offered by other agencies 
G. Events/ Activities organised by other agencies 
H. Other news

Don’t forget to check out the RRF’s website. You can find it at www.refugeevoices.org.uk
Got something you want to share with RRF members? Send an email to joem.kamanga@refugeevoices.org.uk with details of your news, event or activity to be included in the next e-bulletin.

Do you have suggestions for improving our e-bulletins? Please let us know!

A: News from the RRF
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The Regional Refugee Forum’s Skilled Project’s exhibition of photographs and testimony from our members will be on display at

The Newcastle Arts Centre Gallery

from 19th January – 31st January 2010 

Address: Newcastle Arts Centre, 67 Westgate Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1SG www.newcastle-arts-centre.co.uk
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Directions: 5 minutes walk from Newcastle Central Station. The entrance to the Gallery is through the Arts Centre shop, which sells art materials and art. See directions below:
------------------
C: Policy Updates

Update on ‘earned citizenship policy’
Especially note that the government will not be introducing the ‘earned citizenship policy’ which was due to come into force in July 2011. Ending this proposal means that the current rules and requirements for obtaining settlement and citizenship for people granted Refugee Status or Humanitarian Protection will continue to apply. They will still to be able to apply just for ILR at the end of their five years initial leave and consider applying for naturalisation separately under the existing rules.

Source: UKBA
------------------
Payment card for asylum seekers is inhumane
Many asylum seekers whose claims have been refused, but who are unable to return to their countries, are forced to rely on the Azure payment card. Our new report Your inflexible friend: the cost of living without cash  brings to light the multitude of problems with the card. The Azure card is topped up weekly with just £35 for a single person and can only be used in a limited number of supermarkets. It cannot be exchanged for cash which makes travel impossible, and, for single adults, only £5 can be carried over to the next week. Often the card doesn’t work at all, leaving asylum seekers unable to buy food for themselves and their children.  Read the full report.
Campaign Action:  Life without cash means hunger and deprivation for asylum seekers.  Act now: Tell the government to replace the payment card with cash support and let asylum seekers live in dignity
Source: Refugee Council 

------------------
Refugees into Teaching – Guide to employing refugees in schools and new website
Refugees into Teaching (RiT) has recently launched its new project website, packed with great resources for teachers from a refugee background who are looking to get back to work here in the UK, including a self assessment quiz and downloadable information sheets.  

The new site also enables users to download a new guide entitled “Employing refugees in schools – a guide for employers and initial teacher training providers” this has been developed for schools and local authorities and contains information on who refugees and asylum seekers are and information on entitlement to work.  
Source: Refugees into Teaching (RiT) 

------------------
Support for looked after children moving to adulthood
The Refugee Council reported on the government issuing its guidance to local authorities planning the transition to adulthood of its’ looked after children, including those in the asylum process.  

Children’s Legal Centre guidance on support for young people turning 18 has now been updated in light of the recent court judgement which found that local authorities must, where appropriate, accommodate young asylum seekers leaving care, and not rely on them receiving asylum support from the UK Border Agency (previously carried out by the National Asylum Support Service and generally still referred to as NASS). 
Source: Refugee Council 

------------------
Requests for your personal data from UKBA
Information as provided by UKBA @ 23rd November 2010
This bulletin explains how you can make a request to see the personal information about you that is held by the UK Border Agency.


The processing of personal data (information relating to living individuals) is governed by the Data Protection Act 1998, which makes it possible for you to request access to this information.

Such a request is called a Subject Access Request (SAR), and you should expect a response from UKBA within 40 days.


Making a Subject Access Request (SAR)

Anyone subject to immigration rules can make a request for information (their immigration history) that UKBA hold about them - you do not need any special skills or qualifications.

To make an SAR, you must provide:

· a cheque or postal order for £10, payable to 'The Home Office Accounting Officer'; and
·  sufficient personal information to enable us to uniquely identify you - for example, a copy of your passport or driver's licence, original utility bills, and your Home Office reference number if you have one.

If you do not provide these, or if the 'pay' line of the cheque or postal order is not completed correctly, UKBA will reject your application and return it with a letter setting out what is missing. Your request will not be processed.

If you are applying for an SAR on behalf of someone else (for example, if you are acting on behalf of a child aged between 12 and 17 years), you must also provide a signed authority from that person, confirming that you are acting on their behalf. This must be an original - copies will not be accepted. If you do not provide this, UKBA will return your SAR to you with a letter setting out what is missing, and your request will not be processed.

Please note that you do not need to provide a signed authority if you are applying on behalf of a child who is less than 12 years old.

If you just want UKBA to provide you with a specific document, please just ask for that; this will make it easier for UKBA to respond to your request.


If you include a dependant on your SAR and you have only paid one £10 fee, it is likely that we will request another £10 fee if we identify separate records for both parties.

Please send your SAR to:

    DPU SAR

    UK Border Agency
    Lunar House
    40 Wellesley Road
    Croydon
    CR9 2BY

When you make an SAR, it is helpful if you can say why you want the information you are asking for. This may assist UKBA to find the information more quickly.


If you have already made an SAR via a representative - and we have responded to it - and you change your representative, please tell your new representative that you have already received information from us.


Requests for other types of information

The Freedom of Information Act gives you the right to request general information about UKBA work. You can find out how to make a request on the Freedom of information requests page.

To access the page, click here . . . .

If you want information about the progress of an application that you have made, you should contact one of our contact centres. However, you cannot ask for an update until a certain time has passed since you made your application. The Contact centres page tells you when you can ask for an update, and you can find out the standard waiting time for application decisions by looking at the section of this website covering your type of application.


Making a complaint

If you are not satisfied with the response to your SAR, you can seek an independent review by writing to:

    The Deputy Director
    UK Border Agency
    11th Floor, Lunar House
    40 Wellesley Road
    Croydon
    CR9 2BY

Please state when and to whom your original request was made.

------------------
D: Jobs advertised by other agencies

See VONNE’s website for details of jobs in the voluntary sector www.vonne.org.uk/jobs
------------------
E: Funding information for community groups

Newcastle CVS- Monthly Funding Newsletter (also useful for groups outside Newcastle)

Follow this link to download the NCVS funding newsletter for August & September:

www.cvsnewcastle.org.uk/newsletters/funding/funding.htm
------------------

F: Training offered by other agencies 
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Short Courses November & December 2010

Prestige Business Training is offering one day fully accredited training workshops at a discounted rate this November and December.

Places are limited so early booking recommended 

Level 2 Award in Emergency First Aid at Work

This full day course is ideal for individuals who wish to gain knowledge of emergency procedures and attain a recognized qualification in First Aid.

Dates: Wed 24th Nov 2010 & Wed 15th Dec 2010

Level 2 Health & Safety in the Workplace 

This full day course provides essential knowledge and understanding of health and safety for employees working in all business sectors. 
Dates: Fri 26th Nov 2010 & Thurs 16th Dec 2010

Level 2 Food Safety in Catering
The aim of this one-day course is to give delegates practical knowledge of the fundamentals of good practice and safe food handling. 

Dates:  Fri 17th Dec 2010

How to Book
The Course fee for all the above one day accredited courses is only £45 and are held at a central location in Gateshead. 

Places are limited so early booking recommended 

Phone 0191 490 9167 to book your place. 

About us;
Prestige Business Training is a local training provider with an International reach. We offer cost effective Training workshops, Distance and Online and Blended Learning programmes in Leadership & Management, Health & Safety, Equality & Diversity, Social Care & ICT. 
Prestige Business Training

Gateshead International Business Centre

Mulgrave Terrace 

Gateshead 

NE8 1AN

Tel: 0191 490 9167

Email : enquiries@prestigebusinesstraining.co.uk
Website: www.prestigebusinesstraining.co.uk
------------------
G: Events/Activities organised by other agencies
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------------------

The Future of the Voluntary and Community Sector: Funding, Regulation and the Big Society

With the future funding of the VCS in mind following the CSR's announcement of £100 million funding for charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises, Inside Government would like to take this opportunity to invite you to attend 'The Future of the Voluntary and Community Sector: Funding, Regulation and the Big Society' forum chaired by Lord Hodgson of Astley Abbotts, President, NCVO. Delegates who attend this forum will learn the potential for new funding streams and mechanisms, the impact of government spending cuts on frontline organisations and how the voluntary sector will fit into the Big Society.  

Book today by clicking the following link: http://insidegovernment.msgfocus.com/c/1Mhq7fnv1i5SbAY47 or call 0845 666 0664.

------------------

H: Other news
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From midnight on 16th/17th Novembor 2010,
Newcastl’s Emergency Department wil move.
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WE ARE MOVING OFFICE!

OUR NEW OFFICE ADDRESS IS
34 GRAINGER PARK ROAD
NEWCASTLE
NE4 8RY
Our New Telephone numbers: 0191 272 2339

‘This wil take effect from the 1% of December 2010
MANY THANKS





------------------

If you do not wish to receive these emails please reply to this email with ‘remove me’ as the subject. 

Joe kamanga
ICT Project Officer
Regional Refugee Forum North East
Design Works
William Street
Felling
Gateshead
Tyne and Wear NE10 0JP
Tel: 0191 423 6255
Mob: 07918765659
Email: joem.kamanga@refugeevoices.org.uk
 
 
 www.refugeevoices.org.uk 
 
Registered Charity No. 1109815 
 
‘This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the Regional Refugee Forum North East at once at the following email address: info@refugeevoices.org.uk. Please note that any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the Regional Refugee Forum North East. Finally, the recipient should check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The Regional Refugee Forum North East accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email.’
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