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    E-bulletin – October 2010  Issue     



                                  OCTOBER EBULLETIN FOR RCOS

Dear Community Group Representative

Welcome to the October 2010 edition of the Regional Refugee Forum North East’s e-bulletin to RCOs.  Please forward this to your RCO members to share the news and opportunities with them.

Please note: The e-bulletin now has a new format!. Your comments welcome

In this E-Bulletin:

A. News from the RRF (including training, jobs and volunteering opportunities at RRF)

B. News from RCOs

C. Government Policy updates

D. Jobs advertised by other agencies

E. Funding information for community groups

F. Training and services offered by other agencies 
G. Events/ Activities organised by other agencies 
H. Other news

Don’t forget to check out the RRF’s website. You can find it at www.refugeevoices.org.uk
Got something you want to share with RRF members? Send an email to joem.kamanga@refugeevoices.org.uk with details of your news, event or activity to be included in the next e-bulletin.

Do you have suggestions for improving our e-bulletins? Please let us know!
A. News from the RRF
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RRF Skilled Project

We have produced a new project leaflet for Skilled, which is attached to this ebulletin

Our thanks to those members who were willing for their photographs to be included in it. 

More than 40 members have now had portrait photographs taken by Skilled Project leader, Panganai Svotwa, and have given voice recorded testimonies 

We will let you know the schedule for the Skilled Exhibition across the region, and the dates of the associated workshops, along with an invitation to you for both. 

Contact us at skilled@refugeevoices.org.uk 

------------------
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RRF - ICT project: Website training

19 RCOs are currently receiving website design and management training as part of our ICT Project. These are the RCOs who responded to the invitation sent out to all RCOs in June 2010, offering support  to RCOs to build their own self-managed website. The RCOs are: ACOLINE,  Golis Community Association, Tyne and Wear Eritrean Community Association, Golgotha Assembly, Hawar Association of Education, Linking Women Of Africa, ACANE;  Gateshead Refugee Support Network, Jambo Africa, United Community Action, New Horizon, Congolese Solidarity in Gateshead, Community  Business Action North East; Tees Valley Mano River Union, Afghan Association North East, Sisters Together, Tees Valley Iranian Community, Women Health Culture Organisation and United Voice. The first two training sessions have been delivered in your respective areas and the third session will be delivered from Monday 8th November in Newcastle, Tuesday 9th November in Middlesbrough and Thursday 11th November in Sunderland. Additional to the training sessions, our ICT project Officer, Joe Kamanga, is giving 1:1 support to participating RCOs to support them with building of their website. 

	


------------------
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RRF – ICT Volunteers

Following our call for ICT volunteers in our September ebulletin, we would like to welcome our 2 ICT volunteers, Mohamed Dulin and Nestor, who both have high IT skills. On Mondays and Tuesdays Mohamed will work with our ICT Project Officer to provide website development follow up support for RCOs in Tyne & Wear, and Nestor will do the same in Tees Valley. They will also assist us in further developing and updating the RRF website. We greatly appreciate their contribution and thank them for their time. 

------------------

RRF - Training & Development Project  

New Staff Appointed

We would like to announce the appointment of 3 full time workers for the new Training and Development Project, which will run for the next 3 years. All the 3 new workers will start on the 8th November 2010. The project is funded by The Big Lottery Fund and The Northern Rock Foundation. 

After a full and open recruitment process, which attracted nearly 100 applicants for the posts, the workers appointed are:

· Andrew Jackson – He will be based in our Middlesbrough Office and will cover the whole of the Tees Valley are.

· Victoria Scott – She will based at our Gateshead Office and she will be responsible for the Tyneside area.

· Samouka Dore – He will also be based at our Gateshead Office and will cover the Wearside region 

The new project will be managed by the Training and Development Manager, Herbert Dirahu, who managed the SCAP project to its conclusion on the 31st October 2010.

We will be contacting all RCOs soon after the induction of the new staff team, to arrange a meeting with you to discuss how your RCO can participate in and benefit from this project

For any inquiries please get in touch with Herbert Dirahu on : herbert.dirahu@refugeevoices.org.uk
------------------

RRF – completion of SCAP Project

The SCAP project, which was funded for 3 years from 2007 to 2010, officially came to an end on the 31st October 2010 when the final evaluation report was submitted to the funder, Northern Rock Foundation. The report presents the outcomes of the project, and captures key findings and recommendations emerging from it. During those 3 years SCAP supported 92 RCOs and refugee artists, 62 of which were from start up. We greatly appreciated working with all of you, and are thankful for the dedication of the staff team Nasrin, Andrew, Anoushka, Tresor and Sneita. We look forwards to working with you again through the new Training & Development Project.  

------------------

B: News from RCOs 
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ACANE is looking for a Freelance, Seasonal Worker to assist in organising a range of educational activities of the healthy cooking sessions taking place in its Centre.

We invite applicants to submit a CV and write a personal statement no more than 300 words describing why you think you are a good candidate for this post according to the job description enclosed. 

 

Please you are welcome to send your application (a CV and a statement) to the e-mail of ACANE: acane2003@hotmail.com or by post to ACANE Centre, 1 Raby Cross, Byker, Newcastle upon Tyne NE6 2FF

Closing Date: 5pm, Thursday 4th November

Interviews on Thursday 18th November, please state if you can’t make this date.

C.Government Policy Updates

 Impact of spending cuts on the VCS in the North East

Vonne has produced a Briefing Note for the North East’s voluntary and community sector explaining the potential impact on the sector of the Governments October 2010: Comprehensive Spending review.

Full 3 page document click here
 ------------------
The Big Society Agenda

Briefing on the policy announcements made so far on this new government agenda. The briefing is prepared for the voluntary and community sector in the region by  IPPR North

------------------
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UK BORDER AGENCY NEWS   

Read their  September bi-monthly update September. This regular update aims to keep partners informed on key developments and news from the agency. 
     
------------------
D.Jobs advertised by other agencies

See VONNE’s website for details of jobs in the voluntary sector www.vonne.org.uk/jobs
------------------
Project Director Post -  Scotswood Natural Community Garden

Seeks a

Project Director

Full Time, 37 hours per week

£25,000 - £35,000

Our unique community garden in Newcastle's West End engages the community in enjoyment of nature, learning, and sustainable living. We are seeking an experienced and enthusiastic Project Director with the drive and commitment to develop and grow the charity.

To obtain application details contact: 

Office@sncg.org.uk, Tel: 0191 200 4706 or download them from our website www.sncg.org.uk
Closing Date: 12pm, 1st November

Interviews on Tuesday 16th November, please state if you can’t make this date.

A CRB disclosure is required from the successful applicant. SNCG is committed to equal opportunities.

Charity Number 1080924

------------------
Help recruit local people for the 2011 Census and make sure your community is represented 
As you may be aware, the 2011 Census is fast approaching. Taking place on the 27 March next year the census will provide an accurate snapshot of life in England and Wales. Information from the census is used to make important decisions around future policies, planning, services and funding for local communities.

Recruitment is now underway for over 35,000 temporary part time and full time vacancies to help make the census a success and it’s important we get the right people to make sure every community is properly represented.

We would really appreciate the help of BME Groups for Newcastle upon Tyne in recruiting local people, using your knowledge and understanding of the local community, to make sure the 2011 Census is a true reflection of the diverse communities across England and Wales. For more information visit www.censusjobs.co.uk
Recruitment for the following roles will take place this year, with more vacancies becoming available next year: 
 

· Census Coordinators: lead and motivate a team of up to 15 field staff (recruitment started from 20 September 2010) 

· Special Enumerators: deliver questionnaires to organisations such as care homes, hotels, prisons etc and collect completed forms (recruitment starts from 04 October 2010)

· Census Collectors: contact householders to collect completed census questionnaires and assist where required (recruitment starts from 01 November 2010)Y

You can help us in a number of ways, such as: 
· Apply for a role by visiting www.censusjobs.co.uk 

·  Display information on your notice boards (a small number of posters and postcards are available on request)

·  Publish articles in relevant publications

· Email interested staff, group members, family and friends

· Provide links from your web site to www.censusjobs.co.uk
· Become a fan with our Facebook Page
· Follow us on Twitter 
We really appreciate your help recruiting for the 2011 Census to make a difference to the future of your local community. 

------------------
E. Funding information for community groups

Newcastle CVS- Monthly Funding Newsletter (also useful for groups outside Newcastle)
Follow this link to download the NCVS funding newsletter for August & September:

www.cvsnewcastle.org.uk/newsletters/funding/funding.htm
------------------
This information relates to grants available for refugees who want to up skill themselves here. More information is available if you follow the link: http://www.postgraduatestudentships.co.uk/node/13137
F. Training and services offered by other agencies  
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Come to meet specialist advisers on ESOL, work, training and volunteering opportunities 

On Thursday 4th November from 9:30 to 12:00 at Cowgate Neighbourhood Centre, Haughton Avenue, Cowgate, Newcastle NE5 3HY

You do not have to have English as a Second Language to access JET's services. The leaflet gives information in Arabic, French and Farsi

Julie Fernyhough, Project Manager

JET (Jobs Education & Training) Unit 13, The Park Centre, Cruddas Park Shopping Centre

Westmorland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7RW Tel: 0191 226 3620 or email: julie22@jetnorth.org.uk
------------------
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Better Together: Collaboration Taster Sessions for the Children, Young People and Families VCS
                                        

· Are you a voluntary sector organisation that works with Children, Young people or Families in the North East?
· Do you need to save money, network with other organisations and access bigger and better funding opportunities?

· Are you interested in learning more about working collaboratively with other similar organisations, either in your geographic area or field of work?

· Are you interested in accessing further support to help you work collaboratively and tender for contracts?

Come along to one of two collaboration taster sessions that will help you look at: 

· Understanding collaborative working 

· Benefits and pitfalls of working with partners in a consortium

· Models and themes for potential consortia 

                                                               

After the events, we’ll offer groups of interested organisations further support to develop collaborative working practices and establish consortia to meet your needs. 

The events take place as follows:

Thursday 18th November 11.00am – 3.00pm at the Quadrus Centre, on the A19 at Boldon, South Tyneside

Click here to book a place
Monday 22nd November 11.00am – 3.00pm at the Pioneering Care Centre, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham

Click here to book a place
For more information or to book a place, visit www.pentagonpartnership.org.uk , email jon.goodwin@pentagonpartnership.org.uk or phone Jon on 0191 200 8516. 
VODA, Pentagon Partnership and bassac have been commissioned to host these regional events by Children England, the leading membership organisation for the children, young people and families voluntary sector. 
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------------------

Support to Refugees for a career in Teaching 
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If you were a teacher in your home country, or are interested in becoming a teacher here in the UK, then please contact JET about support provided in this region in November and December JET delivers the Refugees into Teaching Project 

The project gives:

· 1 to 1 Information, advice and guidance (including NARIC check of certificates)

· Voluntary work placements

· Mentoring programme (not started yet)

· Work shops in November and December

At the moment we have arranged the following sessions:

· Applying for PGCE courses (3rd Nov)

· Introduction to Safeguarding and Child Protection (17th Nov)

· Language of Teaching (a 3 week course, run for 2 mornings a week)

(December)

· School visit to Excelsior (Independant School) (24th Nov)

· Introduction to working with SEN (Special Educational Needs) (Jan)

For more information they can look on the RiT website (www.refugeesintoteaching.org.uk) or leaflet.

Contact JET at:

Hilary Brockway

Assistant Manager

JET (Jobs Education & Training)

Unit 13, The Park Centre

Cruddas Park Shopping Centre

Westmorland Road

Newcastle upon Tyne

NE4 7RW

0191 226 3620

hilary@jetnorth.org.uk
------------------
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This Service is funded via Gateshead Council, through the Migrant Impact Fund to provide an appropriate office based and outreach CAB service to Migrants and BME communities. 

· Provide general help and casework assistance on the full range of advice areas 

· Provide advice in the client’s chosen language as required

· Provide outreach sessions for specific groups as the need is identified

· Work closely with Gateshead Council and Gateshead College staff delivering ESOL sessions, in order to reach people requiring assistance 

· Take referrals directly from workers at external organisations, from the CLAC drop in service, from other CLAC and CAB caseworkers or self referrals     

You can contact our service on telephone number 0191 478 5100 and at Gateshead Advice Centre, 5 Regent Terrace Gateshead NE8 1LU. 
Click here for leaflet

G. Events/Activities organised by other agencies
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Click here for flyer

------------------

	Northern March Against Racism, Saturday 20th November, Assemble 12pm, top of Stanhope Street (off Westgate Road, next to General Hospital), Newcastle March to Grey’s Monument for rally.
 

Message from TYNESIDE COMMUNITY ACTION AGAINST RACISM (TCAR): A march against racism is very important with the rise in racism from the government and media and groups like the EDL and BNP. The recently announced cuts to public services will mean racism is used even more to justify the cuts by blaming asylum seekers and migrant workers. We need to ensure that anti-racism is constantly on the agenda, a march is needed to get our message out there.

 

There are already groups from Manchester to Glasgow who have pledged support and are sending contingents on the March. They include: 

 

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! Unite the Union (Newcastle Central Branch), Women Asylum Seekers Together Manchester, Congo Support Project Manchester, The Unity Centre Glasgow, North East Campaign for Asylum and Refugee Rights, Palestine Action Group, Leazes Woodcraft Folk, Tyneside East Timor Solidarity, Newcastle Antifa, The International Federation of Iraqi Refugees, Coalition to Stop Deportations to Iraq, Newcastle Students Against Racism, Migrants' Rights Network, USDAW - Northumberland Foods Branch, Tyne and Wear Left Unity

 

However, for the march to be successful we need to do a lot more building work in order to mobilise more groups and individuals to join it. It is now less than four weeks away!

 

We have a few things to ask of you:
 

1. We urge all of your members and supporters to come on the march, the more people we have on it the more impact we will have in building an anti-racist movement in Newcastle. Do you have an idea of how many people you can mobilise?

2. We need help publicising the march. Are you able to send it out on your mailing list and Facebook? Advertise it on your website and Facebook page? Ask your members to ‘like’ the march Facebook Page? Put up posters and hand out leaflets and have leaflets on your stalls? Just let us know how many you need and we will get them to you.

Link to Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Northern-March-Against-Racism-2010/166791576670111?ref=mf
3. There is going to be a rally after the march at Grey’s Monument. We are going to have a set list of speakers and an open-mic section. Are you able to provide a speaker?

4. There is going to be a social event after the rally where groups and individuals who have been involved in the march are more than welcome to have a campaign stall and give out their literature. Do you want to have a stall at the social? There will also be a stall at the rally which you can put your literature on to save you from having to carry pasting tables along the march!

5. We need to raise funds to pay for the march. This includes the printing for the posters and leaflets, transport costs for speakers and groups coming in from outside Newcastle and for the venue, food etc for the social event. Are you able to contribute financially?

6.  The next organising meetings are Wednesday 27th October and Wednesday 3rd November, 6pm in the Centre Against Unemployment, 4 Cloth Market, Newcastle, NE1 1EE. Are you able to send a representative? (Please do not publicise this on email lists/websites for security reasons).

7. Would you like to formally support the march? If so we can put the name of your organisation on our publicity.

 

Attached jpegs of poster and flyer. If you need any more information don’t hesitate to ask.

Mark  contact me on: 07817900878
Justice for Immigrants! Freedom for Refugees!
Together we are Stronger!
TYNESIDE COMMUNITY ACTION AGAINST RACISM (TCAR)
formerly TYNESIDE COMMUNITY ACTION FOR REFUGEES (TCAR)


------------------
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Click here leaflet
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------------------

H: Other news

Refugee Council Newsletter - Home Office announces that it will resume forcible returns to Zimbabwe

Thursday 14th October 2010, the government announced they would resume forcibly returning refused asylum seekers to Zimbabwe, following the ‘improved stability in Zimbabwe since 2009 and the UK court's view that not all Zimbabweans are in need of international protection”. This is something the Refugee Council is deeply concerned about, particularly since under current rules, the UK does not monitor the safety of those they send back. Refugee Council Chief Executive Donna Covey issued a statement to the press and this was printed in the Guardian, Independent and
------------------

Middlesbrough BME NETWORK CIC - We Have Moved! Please Note the Change of Address
Idrees says: Please could you amend your organisation/business database and send all future correspondence for the BME Network to the address below:
BME Network CIC
Community Media House
169 Victoria Road
Middlesbrough
TS1 3HR
-----------------

July 28th 2010 : Supreme Court rules 'fresh claim' asylum seekers should be allowed to work. In a landmark ruling, the Court recognised that people who have submitted new evidence to support their claim for asylum (a 'fresh claim'), and who have waited longer than 12 months for a Home Office decision on their initial claim, should be given permission to work.
Refugee Council publishes briefing on applying for indefinite leave 

Refugee Council report published Sept 2010: Limited leave creates barriers for those wanting to rebuild their lives . Thanks to RRF members who participated in the research for this report
-----------------

If you do not wish to receive these emails please reply to this email with ‘remove me’ as the subject. 
Joe kamanga

ICT Project Officer

Regional Refugee Forum North East

Design Works

William Street

Felling

Gateshead

Tyne and Wear NE10 0JP

Tel: 0191 423 6255

Mob: 07918765659

Email: joem.kamanga@refugeevoices.org.uk
 

 

 www.refugeevoices.org.uk 

 

Registered Charity No. 1109815 
 
‘This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the Regional Refugee Forum North East at once at the following email address: info@refugeevoices.org.uk. Please note that any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the Regional Refugee Forum North East. Finally, the recipient should check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The Regional Refugee Forum North East accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email.’
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