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    E-bulletin – March 2010 Issue     


1. News

Archbishop of York Delivers City of Peace Lecture in Newcastle

Visit the website of the Archbishop of York, John Sentamu, to read a transcript of his speech on 3rd February 2010

http://www.archbishopofyork.org/2744
------------------

Turn your news into a national press article!

Community Newswire is website that turns community press releases into news stories and distributes the best stories to the national media

If you want to publicise your activities/events/successes to the wider community visit the Community Newswire website for more details

http://www.communitynewswire.press.net/
------------------

Message from Gateshead CAB Migrant Advice Worker

“My name is Cheryl Smith I am the new Migrant Advice Worker for Gateshead Citizens Advice Bureau.  My role is to offer advice and support to migrant communities and BME communities who live or work within the Gateshead Borough.  
The service we provide is free, confidential, independent and impartial.

We offer help with welfare benefits, personal finances, housing, employment and other enquiries may be possible.

Translators are also available upon request.

If you know of any persons who may find my service useful please forward my contact details to them to arrange an appointment.  My telephone number is 0191 4785100.”

------------------

NARIC service is now available at JET (Newcastle) 

Get your overseas qualifications recognised in the UK

JET (Jobs Education & Training) Newcastle be happy to take referrals from any clients who are looking for information on how their qualification transfer across to UK qualifications.

For more information on NARIC visit their website - http://www.naric.org.uk/
If you need any further information please get in touch with JET directly.

Julie Fernyhough

Manager

JET (Jobs Education & Training)

Unit 13, The Park Centre

Cruddas Park Shopping Centre

Newcastle

NE4 7RW

0191 226 3620

07970 559 065

------------------

Mothers’ Campaign of the All African Women’s group.  
Mothers’ Campaign of the All African Women’s Group are mothers who have had to flee to the UK leaving their children behind in their home country.  See more information about their campaign at: http://www.allwomencount.net/EWC%20Immigrant/MothersCampaignAAWG.htm
 

The campaign group has launched a petition for family reunion and invite you to sign it at http://www.PetitionOnline.com/MumsKids/petition.html.  

 

For more information contact:

 

Jeto Flaviah

Mothers' Campaign of the All African Women's Group

Crossroads Women’s Centre, 230a Kentish Town Rd

London NW5 2AB, Tel: 020 7482 2496

------------------

Increase in Support for Asylum Seekers


Campaign success on asylum support! 
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I'm delighted to tell you about some success on our campaign to stop cuts to asylum support.
 
After receiving the thousands of emails and postcards sent to the government about this issue, Immigration Minister Phil Woolas finally met with Refugee Action. We presented him with evidence of the extreme hardship our clients are facing, and how many families are unable to buy enough food to last the week.
 
On Friday we received a letter from the Minister, saying that following our meeting he has decided to increase support to all those awaiting a decision on their asylum claim. The increase will also benefit people on Section 4 support (where they have been refused asylum but the government accepts that there is a barrier to return).
 
The increase in support is only an inflationary one and will still leave some facing hardship, but we do feel this is an important win, as the government have listened to us, and despite the economic situation they have accepted the principle of not cutting support to the poorest and most vulnerable.

Source: Refugee Action


------------------

2. Policy

Bail Notebooks for Detainees

Bail for Immigration Detainees (BID) has produced three new information bulletins for detainees and their representatives, and a revised edition on our notebook on bail, which can be downloaded from the BID website at

http://www.biduk.org/obtaining/notebook.htm
Bulletin 19 explains the new Section 4 application process for bail applicants
(All immigration detainees who do not have an address to put on their bail form are eligible for Section 4 accommodation. You do not have to have claimed asylum. You do not need to show you are destitute. You do not have to show that you are willing to return to your home country.)

Bulletin 28 summarises UKBA's policy on forced returns to Zimbabwe, Sudan (non-Arab Darfuris) and Somalia
(This bulletin is for people held in the UK under immigration powers in detention centres and prisons. It may also be useful for individuals and organisations supporting migrants and asylum seekers in detention.)

Bulletin 29 The right to legal aid in bail cases
(Explains detainees' rights to appeal decisions not to grant legal aid for bail applications; it is accompanied by a leaflet for solicitors on legal aid funding for bail.)

------------------

Important briefing for people in detention facing  imminent removal or in the community waiting for removal directions to be set, who have a spouse/partner/child who is a UK national.
European Court of Justice is considering whether a national of any European Union  country and their family members have the right to remain in the European Union regardless of National law. (at the moment UK does not automatically give the right to a non UK family member to reside in the UK).

Until that decision is made it may be able to persuade UKBA through the courts that any decision to remove should be stayed and that anyone in detention should be released.

[This briefing is provided to assist in understanding the European Court of Justice decision. It does not form part of the reasons for the decision. The full judgment of the European Court of Justice is the only authoritative document. (Ruiz Zambrano RFH.pdf attached, only available in French)

If you think the information may be of benefit to you or someone else you must print of this message and attachments and take them to a reputable solicitor]
A new case for asylum-seekers and others threatened with removal/deportation with children or partner who are British citizens or citizens of other European Economic Area countries
 

On 26 January 2010, the European Court of Justice heard a case which may give European Union (EU) rights of residence to asylum-seekers and other people fighting deportation. The people who stand to benefit are non-European nationals in the UK whose children or partner is/are British citizens (or citizens of another European Economic Area country) and are living with them.

 

The case name is C-34/09 Ruiz Zambrano  (Ruiz Zambrano RFH.pdf attached). It was referred to the Court of Justice by the Brussels employment tribunal (Belgium). Mr Ruiz Zambrano is a Colombian asylum-seeker living in Belgium with his wife and three children, two of whom were born in Belgium and so were born Belgian citizens. The Belgian children had never lived outside Belgium. Mr Ruiz Zambrano had no residence permit, but was employed. When he lost his job he claimed unemployment benefit.

 

To decide his claim, the employment tribunal had to decide whether Mr Ruiz Zambrano's Belgian children meant he had a right to reside under EU law even though he was an asylum seeker with no Belgian residence permit. The tribunal asked the Court of Justice whether Article 18 of the European Community Treaty (right of residence of Union citizens) only covers cases of free movement, or whether it also gives a Union citizen a right to continue to reside in his/her own country. The tribunal also asked if such a right means that the parents of a Union citizen child also have a right to reside, even if they did not have the right to work to support the child.

 

The case was heard by a Grand Chamber of the Court of Justice, which is only used for cases which the Court of Justice thinks are very important. The next stage is the opinion of the Advocate-General, normally given 3 - 6 months after the hearing. After that the Court will take time to give its own judgment, which in Grand Chamber cases normally takes a further 3 - 9 months.

 

If the Court of Justice accepts Mr Ruiz Zambrano's argument, that will be a very important extension of EU law. Until now, the Court has said that European Union law on rights of residence does not apply where the Union citizen is living in their own country and has no connection with any other European Union state. If the Court accepts his argument, then British citizens may have EU rights to live in the UK, even if they have never travelled elsewhere in the European Union. Such extra rights would give them the same rights to family union as other EU nationals: to have their spouse and children aged under 21 (or dependant) living with them. If the Court accepts Mr Ruiz Zambrano's argument about parents, then people with British (or other EU) children may have a right to reside in the UK under EU law to allow their children to stay in the UK, even if they need permission to work to support those children.

 

Until the Court of Justice's judgment is given, British courts and tribunals cannot disregard existing case law. However, people who would benefit from a favourable judgment in the Ruiz Zambrano case can use the on-going case to argue that European law is no longer clear. British courts should not make a final adverse decision in the cases of people who would benefit from a favourable judgment in the Ruiz Zambrano case because that would require the court to decide this point against those people, before the Court of Justice has given its judgment. The Court of Justice has ruled that a final decision cannot be taken by national courts where the answer under European law is not 'obvious' to the courts of all the Member States (judgment in Case 283/81 CILFIT [1982] ECR 3415). The Brussels employment tribunal did not consider the answer obvious, so the British courts making a final decision are not entitled to either. Also, if the Court thought that Mr Ruiz Zambrano's case was obviously wrong, it would not have decided to hear the case before a Grand Chamber. British courts may therefore need to adjourn cases and/or refer questions to the Court of Justice.

 

The questions referred to the Court of Justice in the Ruiz Zambrano case are at:

 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:090:0010:0010:EN:PDF
 

The rest of the information above comes from the Report for Hearing on the case, which is in French and available from the Registry of the Court of Justice. The website has judgments, opinions and contact details: http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_7030/
------------------

Important tools for anti-deportation campaigners  - country reports from "authoritative" sources
Country reports are important tools for campaigners opposing removals/deportations from the UK and extracts from these reports should always be part of your campaign materials.
Reports from "authoritative" sources means reports from reliable sources; organisations that the Home Office would likely deem credible, including 'UNHCR', 'USA Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor', 'Amnesty International', 'Human Rights Watch'.

USA  Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, provides a wealth of material on the inhumane treatment/position of women/ethnic/religious and political minorities.

U. S. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices - January to December 2009
Released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor March 11th 2010

The idea of human rights begins with a fundamental commitment to the dignity that is the birthright of every man, woman and child. Progress in advancing human rights begins with the facts. And for the last 34 years, the United States has produced the Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, providing the most comprehensive record available of the condition of human rights around the world.

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/frontmatter/135934.htm
Africa
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/af/index.htm
South and Central Asia
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/sca/index.htm
Near East and North Africa

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/nea/index.htm
Western Hemisphere
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/wha/index.htm
Europe and Eurasia
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/eur/index.htm
East Asia and the Pacific
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/eap/index.htm
Source: NCADC

------------------

3. Jobs

See VONNE’s website for details of jobs in the voluntary sector www.vonne.org.uk/jobs
------------------
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Apprentice / Trainee Recruitment for Summer 2010

Newcastle Council would like to inform you that the Environment and Regeneration Training Team will be advertising apprenticeship and traineeship opportunities from Monday 12th April 2010.
Each year we provide opportunities for school leavers to enter training and prepare them to enter the increasingly competitive jobs market.  This year we have opportunities in the following occupational areas:

Plumbers – Commercial 

Plumbers – Domestic Gas

Electricians

Highways Road Workers

Vehicle Mechanics

Childcare

Poolside Leisure Attendants

Administration

Horticulture

Please note that this is not an exhaustive list and there may possibly be more opportunities in other occupational areas, information will be given at the Open Days.

Our schemes have been extremely successful and many recruits have obtained employment.

We know that some communities are not equally represented within our workforce.  For this reason, we particularly welcome applications from women wishing to enter the building and construction industry, men wishing to enter the childcare profession and from members of the BME, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender and disabled communities.  We will guarantee an interview to applicants from these groups should they meet the essential criteria in the person specification.

To encourage applications from under represented groups and to provide further information, we will be holding open days on the following dates:

	Date / Time
	Venue

	Monday 12th April  (9.30am – 12.00 noon) 
	Westgate Community College, Room w15a, West Road, Fenham, Newcastle upon Tyne

	Thursday 15th April (9.30am – 12.00 noon)
	Training Centre, Allendale Road, Byker, Newcastle upon Tyne,  NE6 2SZ


Officers will be available at each to discuss the opportunities in more detail. 

 

If you would like to attend, please contact Angie Langdon on (0191) 278 3404 to arrange an appointment.

------------------

4. Funding

Helping your community organisation get one step closer to investment
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The Communitybuilders Fund offers loans, grants and business support. There are three different elements to the fund which are meant to meet the needs of organisations at different stages in their journey to sustainability.
They are:

· Development

· Feasibility

· Investment

The Feasibility element of the Fund is for organisations that have ideas and need assistance with project development. The aim is to develop organisations to such a level that they can qualify for investment. This part of the fund can provide business development grants of £10,000 - £20,000 for project development. There will also be a handful of grants of up to £75,000 for larger projects.
The Investment element of the Fund is for organisations that are ready to grow and expand their role within the community and are on the way towards financial self-reliance through the generation of unrestricted and/or earned income. Loans are a fundamental part of this element and bringing organisations to the point where they are ready to take on a loan is the ultimate aim of the Fund.
Find out more and download an application form here
------------------
Newcastle CVS- Monthly Funding Newsletter (also useful for groups outside Newcastle)

Follow this link to download the NCVS funding newsletter for Mar:

www.cvsnewcastle.org.uk/newsletters/funding/funding.htm
------------------
Changes to Big Lottery Funding

BIG Lottery is announcing the following changes during 2010

Veterans will be a multi-million-pound funding programme to promote the psychological wellbeing and

successful transition of veterans and their families into civilian life. Precise details are currently in

development and will be announced in the next few months. BIG has been consulting with Service

and ex-Service bodies to help focus the scheme where it can best meet unmet need.

Young People will be a targeted intervention programme to support young people who are moving

through important and difficult transitions in their life. In particular BIG will provide a package of

support for some of the most isolated young people in our communities, young carers as well as

young people leaving the care system, and young people leaving young offenders institutions. The

programme will be looking to support these vulnerable young people in developing their skills as well

as improving their access to housing, employment, education and training. BIG will commit at least

£30 million for young people’s work in 2010

For further information watch:

Website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
People’s Millions 2010 has just opened for applications. The competition gives you the chance to

win up to £50,000 to improve your local area. Come up with a new and original idea that will make life

better for people where you live, and you could be on ITV this November, competing for viewers'

votes. The deadline for entries is 12pm on 14 May 2010. For an application form and further details

visit:

Website: www.peoplesmillions.org.uk
Source: NCVS

------------------

Children’s Foundation Regional Small Grants Programme 

This programme supports community projects that benefit children and young people in the North East area in line with the organisation’s aims and objectives. Grants awarded are up to a maximum of £1,000. The Children’s Foundation Regional Small Grants Panel meets three times a year. Deadlines for applications are at the end of the month prior to the panel meeting which takes place in March, July and November. Applications received after that date will be deferred until the next meeting.

For more information visit:

Website: www.thechildrensfoundation.co.uk (select Regional, Small Grants)

Alternatively contact Kerry McCormack:

Email: kerry.mccormack@nuth.nhs.uk
Source: NCVS

------------------

Free Computer Equipment for Low Income Families

There are opportunities for low income families to gain access to the below:

· Full package (a computer, one year's internet access, service and support)

· A computer with service and support only

· One year's internet access only

For further information please follow the link below, there is also a link to the application form should you wish to apply.
http://www.homeaccess.org.uk/
------------------
5. Training/ Education 
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Enterprising Charities events in April and June  
Enterprising Charities events aim to help third sector organisations in Tyne and Wear to consider social enterprise and trading as a sustainable way to generate unrestricted income. 
The events will give you the chance to consider: 

· What is social enterprise?

· Are you already a social enterprise?

· The funding mix – earned income, contracts, grants and donations

· Benefits and drawbacks to social enterprise

· What could you sell?

· When can a charity trade (i.e. tax and Charity Commission guidelines)? 

If you’re interested in what you hear at the event, our partners SES will work with you, for free, to help you develop your enterprise ideas. 

 

Upcoming events take place as follows: 

 

Tuesday 13th April
10.00am-12noon 

@ MPH Training and Conference Centre, Gateshead 

Click here to book a place
 

Tuesday 15th June
10.00am-12noon 

@ Disability North, Newcastle upon Tyne

Click here to book a place
 
These events are free to third sector organisations that work in Tyne and Wear. A charge will apply to other organisations. 
Please email info@pentagonpartnership.org.uk if you require further information.  

 
Enterprising Charities events are part of the Specialist Support Services project, a partnership of VCS infrastructure organisations delivering support to frontline organisations in Tyne and Wear. 

------------------
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Volunteer Counsellors Introductory Training Module Tees Valley area

This training module is designed to offer time and space to explore a range of topics relevant to people working with asylum seekers and specifically survivors of torture.

Programme for 2010

Thursdays   *   1pm to 4pm   *  Stockton on Tees (venue tbc)

Date                                      Topic areas

22nd April                              Volunteering and the Medical Foundation;

Identifying assumptions about asylum seekers and survivors of torture – personal, social, political and their possible impact on our work.

Overview of the UK asylum process; opportunity to reflect on specific issues as well as reflect on client experiences

20th May                               Overview of work of the MF through its centres; medico-legal reports and other forms of written support for clients

                                                Referrals to MFNE; responses and ways of working with survivors of torture/asylum seekers/refugees and their families, including counselling and psychotherapy

17th June                            Asylum seekers /refugees /survivors of torture and casework

                                                Exploring the interconnections between counselling/psychotherapy and casework

                                                Identifying further training needs

While designed for the Medical Foundation’s volunteer counsellors, this

module offers training opportunities for other workers in the field who

may wish to join a single session or more. Session and module certification for CPD purposes provided.

Interested in attending any of these sessions?  

Please contact Margaret Bird for further details and to confirm a place -

mbird@torturecare.org.uk or phone  07590440401 (voicemail)
More information about Medical Foundation North East Centre and the

Medical Foundation’s work can be found at www.torturecare.org.uk
------------------

FREE Community Development Training in Newcastle

Your Family, Your Community, Your Voice’

Parents and Carers participation in Children’s Services

This FREE course leads to an OCN Level 2 qualification in 

‘Introduction to Community Development’

Starts Tuesday 20th April

9.30am - 2.30pm

For 6 Weeks: 20/4, 27/4, 4/5, 11/5, 18/5 and 8/6

At Cruddas Park Early Years Centre, Brunel Terrace, NE4 7NL

For further information and to book a place please contact HealthWORKS Newcastle on

 0191 264 1959 or rachel.silcock@hwn.org.uk
Limited Crèche places available

------------------

6. Events/Activities

No events this e-bulletin

Got an Event you want to advertise? Send an email to andrew.jackson@refugeevoices.org.uk with details of your event or activity to be included in the next e-bulletin

------------------

If you do not wish to receive these emails please reply to this email with ‘remove me’ as the subject. 

Andrew Jackson
Community Development Worker

Regional Refugee Forum North East

5 International Centre

7 Abingdon Road

Middlesbrough

TS1 2DP

07918 765 663

01642 232 446

Website: www.refugeevoices.org.uk
Tyne and Wear Office:

15, Design Works

William Street, Felling

Gateshead

Tyne & Wear  NE10 OJP

Tel: 0191 423 6255

Registered Charity Number 1109815
